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science he found for the problems of the Whence, the Whither
and the Why solutions worthy of a scientific age* His aim
was to rescue mankind from the fetters of passion and
avarice and to convince them of an ideal higher than
mere worldly good. He preached the gospel of renunciation
attainable by meditation, a renunciation which did not lead
one to the dreamy quietism of pantheistic or nihilistic philos-
ophy but to the purification of one's activity by intellectual
'and ethical enlightenment so as to bring one to the love of all
beings by faith in an eternal Dharmakaya.

Among the world's religious teachers Gautama Sakyamuni
alone has the glory of having rightly judged the intrinsic great-
ness of man's capacity to work out his salvation without ex-
traneous aid. If "the worth of a truly g-ieat man consists in his
raising the worth of all mankind," who is better entitled to be
called truly great than the Blessed One, who, instead of de-
grading man by placing another being over him, has exalted
him to the highest pinnacle of wisdom and love ? " It was the
genius unequalled among the sons of men that inspired the
Buddha's teaching. It was genius commanding in its dicta-
torial strength that held together his order. It was genius,
the first and last that India saw, that in its lofty aims and
universality, foreshadowed the possibility of uniting the
people into one great nationality, if such had ever been pos-
sible." Indeed "the Tathagata is the Light of the World.
No wonder that even those who first rejected his teaching
had at last to include him in their pantheon by making
him an avatar of one of the very gods whom he had himself
discarded !

To the unbiassed thinker even the legends which enshroud
the life of Sakyasimha are not without significance. They
.set before him a truly admirable figure : a man of quiet
majesty, of wisdom and pleasant humour, consistent in
thought, word and deed, of perfect equanimity and moral
fervour, exempt from every prejudice, overcoming evil with
good, and full of tenderness for all beings. When surround-
ed by all his retinue of followers, and glorified by the
whole world, he never once thought that these privileges
were his ; but went on doing good, just as the shower brings
gladness, yet reflects not on its work. The Burmese relate